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evt, Col. Fobn Lilburne cloſe Priſoner 


{ in Newgate , by order 'of the Hoviz 
c of Lon ps, | 


Ince this worthy gentle mans caſe is mine; and everymans, who | 
. though. webe ar liberty to day, may be in Newgate to mor- 
row, if the Houſe of Lords ſo pleaſe, doth jtnor} equally and 
allke cone:rne all the people of Erglaxd to lay it 40. hearr, 
'and cither fir both our minds and necks to undergoe this ſla- 
very, or otherwiſe thinke- of ſome ſpeedy and effeQtuall 
' meanes to free our ſelyes and our peſteriry there from. 
TL2”z This noble and reſolute Gentleman. Mr, Lilbrxe, then 
his countrey has nota truer and more fanhfull ſeryant, hath broke the: Ice for 
who being ſenfible that rhe people are inreall bondage rothe Lords, (and 'thas 
aWwes and Statutes providing 9 contraty,ſervingthera in no ſteadYhark fing- 
tenured higaſciſe a Champion for hisabuſed country men, nothing doubting bur 
e ſhall thereby open'the eyes, and awake the drowſie ſpirits of his fellow Com- 
rs, or rather Slayes (as the cafe now ſtands) with them ; and hkewiſe animate 
bpteſcnrative body of the people, ro make uſe of that power, wherewith they are 
Sto free us, themſelves, their and our poſteritics, from the Houſe of Lerds 
flous 2nd ambitious uſurpacion. EINE 
he. Some'through ignorance, or poverty of ſpirit, may (peradventure). judge 
buraga raſh young man for his oppoling hiraſelfe again ſo mighty a ſtreame or - 
Ix of worldly power, which the Lords now poſleſie. To ſuch] anſwer, 1, Thar the 
of the Hoſe of Lords, is like a fhallow,un-even water, morein noiſe then ſab- 
te; If we coulddiſtinguiſhberween what is theirs of right,and what by incroach- 
ive ſhould ſoone find that they have deckt themfelves with the Commoners 
Ffeathers, which being reafſumed, they would appeare no better arrayed then o.. 
ren, even equal] by Law, inferior in uprightneſſe, and honeſty of converſation: 
fonid then find that they are but painted properties, Dagons, rhar our ſuperſliri- 
Emorance, their" owne craft and impudence have creed, no natural ifluesof 
Sucthe extuberances and muſhromes” of Prerogative, the Weng of juſt govetn= 
btrivg the body of the-People to paitieg as well as occafioning deformiry,Sons 
weſt they are and uſurpation, not of choice and ele&ion, inrryded upon gs by. 
wot" confticured by conſent, nor made by the people; from whom all power, 
Foffice that is juſt in this kingdome ought only to ariſe, > 
iter ncs oppoſing himſelfe - pd this exotbitantandextra-judiciall powe 
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Lerustherefore racherblame our elves for want of fortirude, then accuſe himg ac þ 
Hinged adhy.- 2 ID 4s 5e RL: 
Confider.[ praythe great danger we are in,if the Lords thuspreſume to clap a Cows 
moner of Ezgland in cloſe prifon, eyen now when the Commons of England arc fi 
ting in Parliament, who are pur in truſt, and cnabled with power to proteR, "the peb 
ple from ſuch bondage (yea and ſo ſuddainly after they have' in effe& declared, thy 
they will doc it, in thEir Declaration of the 17, of 4pril laſt) what injuries will ng 
theſe Lords doc to us, when the Parliament igended; and the people have none q 
rhelr owne Commons ner Truſtces to prote&.chem, heare their cryes, nor redrel 
their grievances; Whar priſon or dungeon will thea be baſe nough, what panithmes 
er torture great enough for them, that are not cowardiſh enough ſoro-be ſlave, ml 
bond-men- ?' And is not the laſt errour, like to be worſe then the firſt? . <, © \Y 
Deari it ſelte ismore tollerable ro a generous ſpiric, then cloſe impriſorngne/ 
frdes the continual fearesthar ſuch an inhumane praQice. brings with.ir, of privy 
murther or peiloning, as there are manitold 'examples of ſuchcruelries, of wiki 
Overberies was not one ofthe leaxft who was poiſoned” in the Tower,” ad. ro falvew” 
cojour that wickedneſle, irwas ſtrongly given our, and -ayouched that he murther 
himſelfe, though afterwards divers w:re hang'd for it, andthe Earle of Somerſet 2d 
his:Coumceſle hardly eſcaped, Sir Richard 7:/eman was moped and ſtupifed with high? 
cloſe impriſonment, ang whatwiſchiefes (of divers forts) may b<= done to hon: anti 
faithful} Mr. Litbj;rne upon this renued opportunitic by the. Lords (as he had too | 
formerly by the 2 ſ3>ps, chough contrary to a!l equirie, and juſtice, yea and. cven,uwlls 
theLords owne re parations which lately they vored and alocned to him ) whkiles heb 
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now cloſe prifonerin their owne hands,'who know him -ro be their chief{-R 0;1poſe os 
in alt rheir uſurpations and encroachments upon the {ompioncrs freedomes. ? doi i 
not concerne all the Commons of England to confider and preyenr the fame, eſpecially 
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their grear atid- penerall Counſcll'in P arlzament afſembled, .. 
Lay totieart 1beſce:hzou0 T.EE HOUSE "of COMM ONS, thar: neithaliy 
youp felves nor your .children'can plead any immumiric or ſecurity from this cruelylh, 
and bondage of the: Ho«ſe-of L or 4s, if now ycebe flick or nez{igenr, but. yeemy 
juſtly expe and feelethe {marethereof upon you and your poſteriry,, as well. asaelt 
; upon us and ours, atleaſt after youare d&iflolyed; and diſmi fed from your Authorizialls 
And 1s nor thisone of the maine points for which yee have pur your ſelves, us,aud 0 
fo many ofthis Nation-as ſtand in your defence, to. the cffufion and expence.of-lall 1 
much blood and mukticuds of eſtates? | - "I 
It yeedidintend to expoſe this Kingdome to the miſcries of warre for:no \hel 
engs but that one kind of Arbizrary government, Srar-chamber, 07 High Commits 
Power, might be abollithed, and others of | theſe kinds eftabliſhed eyer us, why woull x7 
yee not tell us in due time, that wee might have both ſpared cur lives and oftas 
and not made ſo many ſouldiers, Widowes/and fatherlefic tv mourne at the Par! 
mentsgates, for the manyfold wantsoccafivned by your ſervice, and mads asf 
like humble vaſſals,to preſent our ſelves like aves wpen our knees at the Houſe 
Lords Bars, and ſuff:rour eares to be bored through withan aulc, in teRlimo ny thalf 
wee arecheir bond-men for ever, fo "7 — 
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"ME > mn. 3. WR SY TORY,” 
rife w yourſclyes of this ſuſpir juſt feares, 
hew your ſel beſuch worthies asdoe truly d by ufing this 
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* For more particular information, theſe enſuny lines w4ll be a ſpecia'l meanes, . 
F Pot the 22. <fJunz 1645. the Houje of Lords ſens an Ocder to the Keeper 
TV ofNcwgate, to bring Mr, Lilburn before them upon the 23, thereof atten a 


ww 
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IT clock, wherofhe having notice that morning, wror aletrer to the-ſaid Kee- 
Sdeclaring his juſt libercies and the Houſe of Lords furpation thereof, contrary to, 
Geng Chartaand other fundamenrcall Lawes of this, Kingdome and thathe would: 
mporochem willingly, bus bad appealed and; pericioned to the Houſe of Com=, 
| z6ns, and threreforehe d: ſired the Keeper to rake heed whac he dia, leſt he couldnoc 
hall any violent a&ion, nor grounded upon Law? , £4 LS 
ind after Mr, Lilburn had ſent the ſaid terter by his wife, together with the printed 
phy 6f bis proteſtation againli the Houſe of Lords llegal proccedings againſt himas 
ACommoner,& his ;peale & Pctition ro rhe Houſe of Commons! as his* competent 
does, bir ſh < not finding the Keeper at Newgate pr ifon, .nor.ar- his owne houſe, 
the hour of his appearance before the Houſe of Lords near aproching, ſhee delivered: 
fame to the Sheriffs of London, beingthen 1n Guild-hall ar the Courrof Alders.. 
Mm. whirc doubtlesboth the ſaid letter and book wereread, and as Sheriffe Foote in- 
med -þer;rhar they ſent a meflenger.ro Newgarewiththciranſwer, what irwas, is” 
"yet KBOWnNE, | ; h 
NB + Tapes ar all, it was nr in due time, for afs2r the deputy Keeper and 
if tans had attended halfe an hour for Mr, Li/barns comming from his chain« 
&to go with them before the Houſe of Lords ar the time appointed, and upon. 
Wconſtent refuſing ro go wiflingly.with them (or ſo much as *ro open, his Chathe 
Sdoore; bur ſhut it in token of his conſtant oppoſing {6 unjuſt apawer over him a 
GorneEngliſhnan) 2nd before the meſſenger whom he ſent to Guild-ball with 
Ir confent, had returned with an anſwer { and whoſe returning they promiſed ro 
Ind) [chey brake open 1:58 doore, rooke him awayto Weſtminſter] and no meſſen+ 
We was ſenc(who yer wee have heard off from the Courtof Aldermen, 
When they bad tronght him ro the painzed chamber next. che Houſe of Lo 
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ew vhoo: he returned this rity and bad them tell the; Eg the 

Lad whoſent them, thaz he ous 6 bald his. peace, bur ſpeak with - 

- who.inthe way of love ſpake to wh Tbs a3 he had his tongue, except. 

ſhould-pur 2 gag into. a mouth asmejr Flow ok the Biſhops tid nd thy 
ves. on the: Pillory at Weſtmiiſter,a ifter they gaujed him td be whit , 

PN Fleet. priſon thither,” and after ke We ry them (piricuall ufurpar 

theſe Lords cheirremporall enctoachments on free mens. liberties, # 

'Thenhebeing called inta-the Houſe of Lords, was commanded {by their key 

the Rinck-Rod 16 kneele before GY whith he.abſolutely refuſed ra doc, : 

their ſtill urging; agd hivconſtane refuſing, Fey asked -him-the reaſon, he's 

_ thathe had - both betrer Religion and manners then: fokneele ro-any*: 

or morxallpower tow-grear ſo'cyer, Whom he never offended, and far lefie'r 

whom he had defended wich the adventure both of his life and eſtate; yea andy 

the friendshe could nike: whereupon they not on{y-returred him to Newgate p 


bur comman ced himto: be ke pr cloſe-Priſener,as appeareth by theſe = oral 


.Dic Lunz 2.2, Junij 1:6 46, 
Ordered by the Lords in Parliament afſumbled, -thar 


It 


Liew Cot. John Libame# 
priſoner it Npweate, ſhall be brought beforetbeir LordſWps inf the 


{H'gb Court of Þ; 
LI AM ENT] to merrow mor ning by tex of cbealoed't Ana this to be a ſuffici at 1 
rant in that. bchalfe... 
To the Gent. Uſher of this Houfe, orthis D 


epury, _ * Toh. Brown Cle 
«£0 be delivered to the Keeper of Newgate or his Deputy. Parliamenren 


Die Martis 23. Innij. 16.46. 7 
ordered ly the LORDS 'in PARLIAMENT affimbled, that cha Lilbora folt 


committed cloſe priſoner m thePriſon of Newgate 3. «3d that be be not pormm:ttcal $0) 
Pen, inks, or paper 3; andnoneſhall bave acceſſe unto bim in any kind; Oye only bls 1 (. 
ntl this Court doth take further order. | 


To rhe Keeper ef Newgate his 
deputy or a 


"x54 7 4 


Toh. Brown Cleric. Parl; nenteri1 Wu 
Exam, per. NEE, Briftoz Cleric. de m—_— .f 
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